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as a link to the past, and is still in operation 
today. This historic, water-powered grist mill 
with its original, 130 year-old, French-quarried 
buhr stones is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places and is a popular tourist at-
traction. 

Despite nearly doubling in size over the last 
decade, modern day Eagle Point continues to 
be a great place to live and raise children be-
cause of its small town rural charm, excellent 
schools and beautiful surroundings. Along with 
its rich history and rural setting, Eagle Point 
boasts a world-class Robert Trent Jones II-de-
signed 18-hole golf course, which has at-
tracted golfers and new residents alike. 

Many notable celebrities have called Eagle 
Point home including Ginger Rogers, Patrick 
Duffy, and Kim Novak. 

Mr. Speaker, on February 12, 2011, Eagle 
Point kicks off its Centennial Celebration. I in-
vite my colleagues to join with me in wishing 
‘‘Happy Birthday’’ to a growing, thriving city 
which serves as the ‘‘Gateway to the Lakes’’ 
and a window into southern Oregon’s rich his-
tory. 
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TRIBUTE TO LA GRAN PARADA 
DOMINICANA DEL BRONX, INC. 
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, during the 
month of February our nation celebrates Do-
minican Heritage Month. I rise today to pay 
tribute to La Gran Parada Dominicana del 
Bronx, Inc., a valued institution in New York 
that promotes and celebrates Dominican life 
and culture. 

The Bronx is home to one of the fastest 
growing Dominican populations in the country, 
and organizations like La Gran Parada 
Dominicana del Bronx help us to keep pace 
with this cultural enlargement. They articulate 
the Dominican experience here in the U.S., as 
well as the many ways in which Dominican 
Americans activate our national endeavor and 
strength. 

Mr. Speaker, Dominican Heritage Month 
commemorates the anniversary of Dominican 
independence. It represents, as well, a mo-
ment when we pause to consider the growing 
influence Dominican Americans are having in 
this country. 

Most Dominicans in the U.S. migrated here 
after 1960; the first generations put down 
strong roots in the Northeastern states of New 
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and also Flor-
ida. Migration increased steadily in the 1970s 
and more so during the 1980s. Today the Do-
minican American community is primarily an 
immigrant community, with all the struggles 
and triumphs that accompany this experience. 
It is also a relatively new immigrant commu-
nity, which means, among other things, that 
we—as a nation—have the joy of being able 
to witness history unfold before us, as new-
ness gives way to establishment, and first 
steps lead to progress and ultimately to Do-
minican power. Already, we idolize Dominican 
Americans in our national culture and sport, 
and see an ever-growing number in public of-
fices throughout the land, serving their con-
stituents with honor. 

La Gran Parada Dominicana del Bronx, Inc., 
was founded in May 1989 by Felipe Febles 
and Rosa Ayala. Its founders, friends, and al-
lies had the foresight to recognize the value 
the Bronx would hold for Dominican Ameri-
cans in years to come. They believed the 
Bronx would one day serve as a launch pad 
for Dominican aspirations across the U.S., and 
that the borough deserved an institutional part-
ner worthy of the people who reside here. This 
belief has proven correct and in La Gran 
Parada Dominicana del Bronx, Dominicans 
from the Bronx have support to match their 
considerable talents. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a bridge-building organi-
zation, one that understands honoring cultural 
achievement in America is at its best a shared 
experience. For this reason, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to Dominican 
Heritage Month 2011, and to an organization 
helping to bring it to life in New York City, La 
Gran Parada Dominicana del Bronx. 
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Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor and acknowledge Brigadier General 
Carol Ann Fausone upon her retirement from 
the Michigan National Guard after 34 years of 
dedicated and meritorious service. 

In 1971, Carol Ann Fausone graduated from 
Cardinal Mooney High School in Youngstown., 
Ohio. After earning a bachelor of science in 
nursing from the University of Michigan in 
1975, Carol Ann received her commission as 
a medical officer in the United States Air 
Force in 1977. She went on to earn the first 
of two master of science degrees from Ma-
donna University, the first in administration in 
1985 and the second in nursing in 1995. Brig-
adier General Fausone completed numerous 
compliments to her vast education in the in-
terim and also attended Capstone National 
Defense University in 2003. 

Brigadier General Fausone has been the re-
cipient of numerous military awards and com-
mendations including the Air Force Legion of 
Merit, Air Force Meritorious Service Medal 
with two oak leaf clusters, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal, Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award with one oak leaf cluster, the National 
Defense Service Medal with one oak leaf clus-
ter and the Air Force Achievement Medal. She 
has also been decorated with the U.S. Air 
Force Senior Nurse and Chief Nurse Badges. 
In addition, Brigadier General Fausone was 
honored as the Air National Guard’s Medical 
Readiness Officer of the Year in 1988. In 
1994, she received the Nightingale Excellence 
in Nursing Administration Award from Oakland 
University and the 191st Airlift Group Com-
mander’s Trophy. The Brigadier General 
earned the highest award given by the Na-
tional Guard Association of Michigan in 1995, 
the Major General John A. Johnston Award for 
Excellence. 

Truly a pioneer of service women, Carol 
Ann Fausone was the first to be Michigan 
medical officer to achieve the rank of a gen-
eral officer and on March 1, 2002 became the 
first woman in the Michigan National Guard to 

be promoted to the rank of Brigadier General. 
After having spent the last 8 years of her illus-
trious career as Assistant Adjutant General for 
Veterans Affairs for the State of Michigan, 
Brigadier General Fausone was pinned with 
the Distinguished Service Medal and praised 
for her dedication and service upon her retire-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, as Brigadier General Carol 
Ann Fausone begins a new chapter in her life 
with her beloved husband Jim, there is no 
doubt that she will continue to advocate for 
the rights of our nation’s veterans. Today, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Brig-
adier General Carol Ann Fausone and in rec-
ognizing her years of loyal service to our com-
munity and country. 
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Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the sesquicentennial of Clay County in 
North Carolina. Clay, the smallest county in 
North Carolina with an area of only 221 
square miles, has developed a flourishing 
community and embodies all that is Appa-
lachia. 

In 1860, George Hayes ran for a seat in the 
North Carolina House of Commons on a plat-
form of creating a new county and county seat 
in the area of southern Cherokee County. In 
February of 1861, after his successful election, 
Representative Hayes introduced a bill to es-
tablish Clay County, was named in honor of 
Henry Clay, U.S. Secretary of State and Sen-
ator from Kentucky. Rep. Hayes later received 
recognition for helping form the new County 
when the County seat, Hayesville, was named 
in his honor. 

Now, Clay is a thriving community of 10,000 
residents. Clay County’s education system re-
ceived national recognition through the pres-
tigious Communities in Schools Organization 
Accreditation. This award shows the commit-
ment the entire County has to educating the 
youth in the community and preparing them 
for successful and productive futures. 

Clay County is home to the beautiful 
Nantahala National Forest which is being de-
veloped as a forest, game, and trout preserve. 
The county also boasts one of the best trout 
streams in Western North Carolina at the Fires 
Creek Wilde Life Management. From the 
spectacular views of sapphire-blue waters in 
Chatuge Lake to the picturesque beauty of 
Nantahala National Forest, Clay County en-
compasses some of the best of Western North 
Carolina’s natural treasures. 

On February 21, 2011, Clay County will hold 
a very special public gathering in celebration 
of the 150th anniversary of its formation by the 
North Carolina Assembly. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing Clay’s 
sesquicentennial and its contributions to the 
United States and the great state of North 
Carolina. 
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